
Dear Colleagues and Friends,

I hope you all found some time to rest, recharge, and catch up on sleep during the April
school vacation week. As the temperatures finally tick upward and the buds blossom, I
urge you all to take a moment to reflect on your own growth as a professional this past
year. What have you learned, and how will that change your practice next year?

At Power of Place we are planning two upcoming opportunities for you to push your
growth even further: The May 21 ECLC Showcase of Learning and the two-day August 5-6
Summer Institute. 

Our May 21 Showcase of Learning  will be a celebratory event at Salem’s Peabody
Essex Museum. Think cocktail party meets science fair: There will be drinks and hors
d'oeuvres, Salem’s Witch Pitch (Salem High School’s a cappella group) will be performing,
and educators from across the region will host booths and share stories of the strategies
and ideas that have helped them grow over the past year. Come to celebrate and be
celebrated! 

https://powerofplacelc.formstack.com/forms/spring_showcase_2025
https://powerofplacelc.formstack.com/forms/spring_showcase_2025
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJP-bcPvxh_-osRcv1lwDe5FfPkR7osLuF7Unv9MavhjSCSQ/viewform
https://powerofplacelc.formstack.com/forms/eclcbookclub_may2025
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1YSQJMV_vljEEQPl_LXbRj5jS_pkGw-QN49CtrMvtEd0/edit?gid=1635711040#gid=1635711040
https://ealanewchampionsfund.smapply.io
https://powerofplacelc.org/calendar-news/blog/right-time-2/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=ef249146-eb3d-4baf-a647-6ccb26acb76d


For the first time, we are hosting the ECLC Summer Institute  in partnership with
another organization. Together with Project Adventure we will offer two full days of
learning at their Moraine Farm location. This beautiful farmland from 1880 will serve as
the perfect location for our future-focused theme: “Staying Human in the Age of AI.” We
know this is a topic of some interest across our communities, so we are lining up some of
the nation’s experts on the integration of artificial intelligence with public education to
serve as guest faculty. We encourage districts to send teams of up to 20 people to this
year’s Summer Institute. 

These upcoming events will be our two biggest of the year. Be sure to register for each one
so we can accommodate allergies, accessibility issues, and ensure that we have more than
enough food and drink for everyone. (As the PoP team can attest, my recurring nightmare
is that there won't be enough food for you to enjoy. So please humor me and register!)  

We hope to see you all there! 

In connection,

​Jane

5/21 Spring Showcase:
​Register Now to Present or to Attend

https://powerofplacelc.formstack.com/forms/summer_institute_2025
http://www.pa.org/




New Book Club at ECLC
Register Now

Opportunities for the ECLC Community







Opportunity from an ECLC Exploratory Mini-
Grant Recipient

Lindsey Polizzotti is a recipient of a 2024-2025 ECLC Exploratory Mini-Grant for
her project "Creating Conversations: Educators' Book Club on Race, Belonging, and
Family Engagement through 'Don't Ask Me Where I'm From'" which is culminating
in this incredible event Lindsey is opening up to all of Essex County Learning
Community. Congrats, Lindsey!



Mental Health Blog Series
with Craig Harris: Part 7



Follow Power of Place on Social Media

Power of Place is on
LinkedIn and Facebook!

Follow us for photos, links
to resources, upcoming

opportunities, and more.

 
Resources

Arab American Authors: Seven
Recommended YA Titles

Heritage months provide opportunities
for all of us to recognize the diverse
cultures and contributions that shape
our communities and American society.
April is Arab American Heritage Month,
and this year Facing History staff have
gathered fiction, non-fiction, graphic
novel, and poetry books written for the
Young Adult (YA) audience, all by
acclaimed Arab American authors.
Share the options in this listicle with
your middle and high school students
for their free reading time, or choose
one to discuss within your structured

Disruptive Behavior: Why It's
Often Misdiagnosed

Many people assume that kids who act
out or throw tantrums are angry or
defiant. Sometimes they are diagnosed
with oppositional defiant disorder
(ODD) as a result. But that diagnosis
might be wrong. Instead, kids’
disruptive behavior might be caused by
a different disorder that’s easier to miss.
One possibility is that your child could
have an anxiety disorder, which makes it
hard for them to handle stressful
situations. For example, they might
refuse to do what you ask or try to run
away because they’re scared. Or, if they

https://www.linkedin.com/company/power-of-place-lc/
https://www.facebook.com/powerofplacelearningcommunities


class time. With a mixture of serious,
funny, and whimsical prose and poetry
to choose from, this list offers a variety
of styles that will speak to many
different YA readers.

Get the full reading list here.

have social anxiety, they might scream
at another child if socializing gets too
stressful.

Read the full study here.

 

Opinion: Stop labeling kids and
start revealing their strengths

“Disengaged,” “unmotivated,” “fragile,”
“behind.” These are just a few of the
negative labels applied to young people
today. We read stories about how
they’re suffering from pandemic
learning loss and an adolescent mental
health crisis. “Kids are addicted to their
phones” is a common complaint. It all
adds up to an even less helpful label:
“the anxious generation.”
Some advocates argue that these labels
help doctors to diagnose problems and
provide appropriate care. But what most
people do with labels is criticize, not
diagnose for the purpose of knowing or
solving anything.  It’s time to change the
narrative and look instead for kids’
strengths.

Read the full opinion here.

Reducing Absenteeism Through
Real-World Learning

Chronic absenteeism is one of the most
stubborn problems plaguing U.S.
schools today. For too many students,
school has become something to endure
rather than an experience they look
forward to. It’s not just a post-pandemic
issue of skipped classes and missed
school days. Today’s persistent high
absenteeism is a symptom of a deeper
disengagement that has been brewing
for years. As much as educators and
families have tried to address this
challenge with incentives or punitive
measures, there’s a growing consensus
that the key to reducing absenteeism
lies in giving students something much
more powerful: a sense of ownership
over their education.

Read the full study here.

Just for Fun

Teacher earns 'school dad' label from his female students,

shares funny realities of dad-duty

Teachers wear many hats besides
'educator.' For high
school teacher Berhanu Dallas at
Forest Park High School in
Clayton County, Georgia,
stepping up and into the role of
"school dad" for many of his
female students has been his
most interesting hat so far.

Read the story here.

Do you have something to share with your fellow educators?
Send it to us at info@powerofplacelc.org.

Power of Place Learning Communities

https://www.nextgenlearning.org/articles/schools-need-to-work-for-adults-and-kids
https://www.facinghistory.org/ideas-week/arab-american-authors-seven-recommended-ya-titles?utm_campaign=org-eds-monthly-news&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_CdcgsGAomlXEo6t2Ru-d9z1XzBmQEJx4fTFe_f6tLmSG6AjPzcdsmVKkI3wC5xuhAgDZT6FcTXMM8LcqfWZii7YDbUvraEHO0KBtogzDU9iwRmUs&_hsmi=357904180&utm_content=357907102&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.nextgenlearning.org/articles/schools-need-to-work-for-adults-and-kids
https://childmind.org/article/disruptive-behavior-why-its-often-misdiagnosed/?utm_medium=linkedin&utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=pub-ed-nl-2025-04-22&utm_content=disruptive-behavior-why-its-often-misdiagnosed&lipi=urn%3Ali%3Apage%3Aemail_email_series_follow_newsletter_01%3BeNDGe4GVRiqeoFGsWM1N2w%3D%3D&midToken=AQFLH5t4lXtcoA&midSig=2cN8jiP7j6TbI1&ek=email_series_follow_newsletter_01&e=9ajed-m9sp6qem-ym&eid=9ajed-m9sp6qem-ym&m=newsletter_content_preview&ts=newsletter_content_cta&li=0&t=plh
https://hechingerreport.org/opinion-stop-labeling-kids-and-start-revealing-their-strengths/?utm_campaign=High School Transformation&utm_content=330333987&utm_medium=social&utm_source=linkedin&hss_channel=lis-_lalj1Hzrd
https://hechingerreport.org/opinion-stop-labeling-kids-and-start-revealing-their-strengths/?utm_campaign=High School Transformation&utm_content=330333987&utm_medium=social&utm_source=linkedin&hss_channel=lis-_lalj1Hzrd
https://hechingerreport.org/opinion-stop-labeling-kids-and-start-revealing-their-strengths/?utm_campaign=High School Transformation&utm_content=330333987&utm_medium=social&utm_source=linkedin&hss_channel=lis-_lalj1Hzrd
https://www.greatschoolspartnership.org/from-disengagement-to-empowerment-reducing-absenteeism-through-real-world-learning/
https://www.upworthy.com/teacher-starts-doing-her-student-s-hair-everyday-after-her-parent-died-to-take-care-of-her
https://www.upworthy.com/millennial-slang
https://www.upworthy.com/teachers-share-how-students-are-in-2024-ex1
https://www.upworthy.com/teacher-school-dad-label
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