
Dear Colleagues and Friends,

Like 126 million other people around the world, I camped out in front of the television
with my family on Sunday to watch Super Bowl 59. I have always loved football, especially
the excitement and can-do spirit that surrounds the Big Game each year (along with the
commercials and the halftime show, of course).

This year I was struck by a new theme that began with Brad Pitt’s pre-recorded
message prior to the game. Wandering through a library, Pitt extolled a message that
often gets lost in our individualistic culture, but is historically part and parcel of the
national DNA: the importance of the true huddle.

"When we are bound by a common goal, we've reached heights, authored achievements,
pushed progress. Not alone, but together, in ways that have lifted the world and one
another,” he said. The football huddle, he noted, “is a metaphor for our history, for the
power found in our shared purpose. It's there in our unity that we form hope and find
strength." 

https://people.com/brad-pitt-america-huddle-up-2025-super-bowl-8788663
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGJoWY3t28/rMzBPTEAEWWoczY0gN49Tw/view?utm_content=DAGJoWY3t28&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://powerofplacelc.formstack.com/forms/seed_for_administrators
https://powerofplacelc.formstack.com/forms/eclcbookclub_troublemakers
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/transformational-conversations-with-debby-irving-registration-1206156910789?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://powerofplacelc.org/calendar-news/blog/right-students-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w62Mw1-lBiM
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=1b22df66-60d5-4449-b7fa-04de28790499


For me, this message landed as a combined history lesson and call to action at a time of
great upheaval in our country and around the world. We are better together, our fates are
shared. We are not just achievers on individual paths to success, but also - and perhaps
more importantly - barn builders who lend a hand to our neighbors and strive on behalf of
the common good.  

A similar theme was echoed by the winning team at the end of the game. When a reporter
asked Eagles Quarterback Jalen Hurts what it felt like to be a champion, he acknowledged
his own personal victory but quickly pivoted: "I couldn't do any of these things without the
guys around me." Eagles Head Coach Nick Sirianni expressed a similar sentiment: "You
cannot be great without the greatness of others,” he said. “This is the ultimate team
game." These athletes, representing the epitome of masculine strength, are not afraid to
say aloud that the caring connections among them matter the most for their success.

It’s not lost on me that "the Huddle" is a circle. Pythagoras said the circle is the most
perfect shape; it withholds all and everything emerges out of it. Every point of the
circumference is the exact same distance from the center. The circle has no beginning and
no end. There is no better side; there is no hierarchy.

We often say that when done well, education is a team sport. We need one another and do
our best work when we put our heads together, work in partnership, and collaborate.
Power of Place aspires to create a necessary "third space" away from the tumult of daily
life in schools that allows educators to support each other as lifelong learners, and grow as
professionals. When educators learn deeply, so can students. 

When we make a circle, we commit to creating a space together that is richer and deeper
than anything we can achieve as solo practitioners. This is our goal every time we bring
educators together. Last week we were disappointed to have to postpone our Winter
Gathering due to the weather, but we are working to reschedule for sometime early this
Spring. Stay tuned - and we hope to see you all in our huddle soon. 

In connection,

Jane
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Follow Power of Place on Social Media

Power of Place is on
LinkedIn and Facebook!

Follow us for photos, links
to resources, upcoming

opportunities, and more.

 
Resources

Reawakening Childlike Curiosity
and the Joy of Wonder

Young children naturally bombard their
parents with questions. One study
found that the average four-year-old
asks an average of 390 questions a day.
Many of these questions aren’t just

Building Connections with
Students as a Middle School

Principal

Lunch is often seen as a time for
students to relax and refuel, but one
principal sees it as an invaluable
opportunity to connect with her

https://www.linkedin.com/company/power-of-place-lc/
https://www.facebook.com/powerofplacelearningcommunities


about facts—they seek explanations,
revealing a deep desire to understand
the world. Yet by the time they reach
school, the number of questions they ask
drops dramatically. The same kids who
ask dozens of questions an hour at home
ask only about two per hour in school.
And by adulthood? Most of us rarely ask
at all. Why do we lose our curiosity?
And more importantly—how do we get it
back?

Read the full study here.

youngest students—those in grade five.
Starting middle school is a significant
transition for any child, and it’s
especially so for grade five students,
who are even younger than most middle
school students. Due to space
constraints at the elementary school,
grade five was moved to the middle
school building several years ago. To
help them feel more welcome, Cristiana
Jurgensen began “Lunch With the
Principal.”

Read her story here.

 

Engaging Minds, Changing
Futures: A Deep Dive Into Student

Engagement and Learning

Explore this insightful Q&A with award-
winning journalist Jenny Anderson and
global education expert Rebecca
Winthrop as they discuss the evolution
of education reporting, the
transformative power of family-school
engagement, and what parents can do to
ensure their children thrive. Together,
they share perspectives on the current
opportunities for educational
transformation, highlighting the critical
role of media, parents, and
policymakers in shaping a more
engaging and effective education
system.

Read the full interview here.

Tools: Empathy Interviews

As we face the formidable task of
teaching and caring for students and
their families during the dual
pandemics of COVID-19 and systemic
racism, there has never been a more
important time to practice empathy.
Empathy means trying to understand
deeply the experiences and feelings of
other people. It is both a mindset to
embrace and a skill to practice. While
we can never fully understand the
experiences of another person, we can
listen deeply to their stories and
perspectives to uncover
unacknowledged needs. As we listen, we
must simultaneously examine how our
own identities, biases, values, and
experiences influence how we make
meaning of what others share with us.

Access the full toolkit here.

Just for Fun

https://www-psychologytoday-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/www.psychologytoday.com/intl/blog/unexpected-breakthroughs/202502/reawakening-childlike-curiosity-and-the-joy-of-wonder?amp
https://www.edutopia.org/article/connecting-students-principal-middle-school?utm_content=linkpos1&utm_campaign=weekly-2025-02-05&utm_medium=email&utm_source=edu-newsletter
https://www.carnegiefoundation.org/blog/engaging-minds-changing-futures-a-deep-dive-into-student-engagement-and-learning/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--kCFUIguhRgZc5SNl8mxxGIY8IlSVioyi6MQ_uZB4pyjdPSKD38-JeaBw10rj-WeB376COcP4-NDHwCP9zBn2E8ozrUQ&_hsmi=343742597&utm_content=343742597&utm_source=hs_email
https://learningforward.org/journal/supporting-each-other/empathy-interviews/


Do you have something to share with your fellow educators?
Send it to us at info@powerofplacelc.org.
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